
Factsheet: EU steel measure
How will the EU’s steel import quota be distributed?

Trade topics

The EU’s steel regulation caps the volume of steel which
can enter the EU duty-free at 18.3 million tonnes per year.

This quota will be distributed amongst trading partners
using a fair and objective methodology based on criteria laid
down in the steel regulation.

The methodology

Distinguishes between the EU’s free trade agreement (FTA) and

non-FTA partners, ensuring that FTA partners get better treatment

in the form of a higher quota volume.

Is mindful of diversification and security of supply issues.

Acknowledges any agreements in principle reached between the

EU and a trading partner at the WTO (Article XXVIII GATT

negotiations).

This distribution of quotas to different trading partners is a key step

for the implementation of the steel regulation, ensuring predictability

for the market and allowing for the regulation to enter into application

on 1 July 2026.

Negotiations and agreements
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How does the quota distribution work?

The total quota of 18.3 million tonnes will be distributed according to

different criteria set out in the steel regulation. Two are particularly

important:

1. Past trade in steel with the EU

All countries whose share of EU imports for a particular steel

product was at least 5% (during the 2022-2024 reference period)

are granted a country-specific quota. Other partners will be able

to export duty-free under the remaining residual quota. This

system is the same as under the former steel safeguard measure.

2. Free trade agreement partners 

Half of the total quota of 18.3 million tonnes (i.e. 9.15 million

tonnes) is reserved for the EU’s FTA partners only. Of this, the

majority will be allocated to specific FTA partners in proportion to

their historic trading volumes, with a smaller part allocated to FTA

partners on a first-come, first-served basis.

Result

For FTA partners:

1. Country-specific quotas

A relevant share of the total quota amount for country-specific

allocations will be distributed to FTA partners who meet the

threshold of at least 5% of EU import volumes (based on the

2022-2024 reference period).

In addition, once they have exhausted their country-specific

quotas, FTA partners will have access to a quota on a fully

competitive, first-come, first-served basis.

2. Residual quotas

FTA partners will have access to the residual quota on an MFN

basis (competing with non-FTA partners).

The remaining quota volumes will be accessible by FTA

partners only.
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In some categories, some FTA partners will have access to a

secured quota volume subtracted from the quota accessible to

FTA partners under the residual quota.

For non-FTA partners:

1. Country-specific quotas

Non-FTA partners above the 5% import volume threshold will

have access to a country-specific quota accessible on an MFN

basis.

Residual quotas

Non-FTA partners will have access to the residual quota on an

MFN basis.

Once a trading partner reaches the relevant quota, its exports to the

EU will be subject to an out-of-quota duty of 50%.

Tune in to trade policy insights
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30 June 2026

Episode 19

Steel isn't just old-school smokestacks — it's wind

turbines, EVs, and Europe's green future. But the industry

is drowning in cheap imports, sky-high energy costs &

global overcapacity. The EU just put out bold new trade

measures to fight back. Is it enough?

30/06/2026 | Episode 19 | 32 minutes

29 May 2026

Episode 18

Seven years. Brexit. A world where the rulebook keeps

catching fire. As director-general of DG Trade, Sabine

Weyand was at the centre of it all. In this special episode,

she reflects on power, the EU's place in the world, and

what comes next. Spoiler: Florence.

29/05/2026 | Episode 18 | 22 minutes

More podcast episodes

Latest news

News article 29 June 2026

Commission presents Council with ambitious Indonesia agreements

Today the European Commission presented its proposals on the Comprehensive

Economic Partnership Agreement (CEPA) and the Investment Protection Agreement (IPA)

with Indonesia to the Council for their signature and conclusion.

1 min read

Press release 10 June 2026

EU concludes modernised Economic Partnership Agreement with Sub-Saharan Africa
partners
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Today, the EU and four Eastern and Southern Africa (ESA) States (Comoros, Madagascar,

Mauritius, and Seychelles) concluded negotiations on an enhanced Economic Partnership

Agreement (EPA).

1 min read

Press release 10 June 2026

EU and Korea sign landmark digital trade agreement at summit

Today, the EU and the Republic of Korea signed a landmark Digital Trade Agreement

(DTA) during the EU-Republic of Korea Summit held in Brussels.

1 min read

See all

Latest events

Partner meetings

2026 Canada-EU CETA Civil Society Forum

Tuesday 2 June 2026, 15:30 - Wednesday 3 June 2026, 18:30 (CEST)
Live streaming available

Partner meetings

CSD on the ex-post evaluation of the EU-Japan EPA: Draft final report

Thursday 28 May 2026, 10:00 - 12:00 (CEST)
Online only
Live streaming available

Partner meetings

Caffè con DG Trade: EU-Mercosur agreement

Tuesday 26 May 2026, 10:30 - 11:15 (CEST)
Online only
Live streaming available

See all
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