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We share the observation that sustainable public procurement
(SPP) is a critical and important component in the
development of the overall sustainable policy at both national
and international levels. Yet given that fact that the GPA is a
plurialtreal agreement under the auspices of the WTO, with
the primary objectives of promoting government procurement
liberalization and harmonization of procurement rules, we
would like to seek EU’ s elaboration on the appropriateness
of using the GPA as an platform to ‘encourage’ the
adoption of specific procurement policies such as SPP by
GPA Members. Further we also would like to know how these
two objectives can set comfortably together within the GPA

framework.

(2) & RGPA¢ g i& {73 %384 (Regarding notification of SPP

measures)
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m We agree that notification of SPP measures is the first step
necessary to jump-start the subsequent discussions. It can also
enhance the understanding of each Member’s current SPP
regime. It appears to us, however, that SPP regimes in many
Members, including the regime in TPKM, are related to
accommodating environmental protection considerations in
public procurement policy, such that it is referred to as “green

procurement” in many instance. The EU proposal,

meanwhile, expressed the inclusion of social considerations as
part of the SPP regime. To this end, we would like to seek

EU’ s clarification on the difference between SPP and green

procurement, and provide examples, if possible, of SPP that
are not equivalent to green procurement. This would facilitate
our understanding on the scope and measures that are subject
to the notification requirement.

m As to the possible format of the notification document, we
understand that diversified SPP measures exist across GPA
Members. Without a simple yet effective notification template,
it would be plausible to delay WTO Secretariat’ s preparation
of the summary. Given the fact that diversified SPP measures
also exist across EU member states, we would like to know
the methodologies EU used to collect information on SPP
measures within EU, and the template of notification
docuemnt.

(3) Mtk B @ 06| 57 ¢ @304 (regarding the best practice
reference)
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Considering that SPP measures are in most cases concerned
with technical specifications in government procurement, we

would like to know EU’ s views on the possible deficiency in

Article 10 of the 2007 GPA in regulating SPP measures.

Further to this, we would like to know the EU’ s initial
concept on the possible nature of the  ‘best practice
reference’ as proposed by EU. In particular, we would like

to know, for the time being, if the reference is aimed to

‘encourage’ SPP measures, or to  ‘ensure’ unnecessary

and discriminatory trade barriers are not created in the

implementation of SPP measures.
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