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We reaffirm that provisions for special and differential
treatment are an integral part of the WTO Agreements. We
note the concerns expressed regarding their operation in
addressing specific constraints faced by developing countries,
particularly least-developed countries. In that connection, we
also note that some Members have proposed a Framework
Agreement on Special and Differential  Treatment
(WT/GC/W/442). We therefore agree that all special and
differential treatment provisions shall be reviewed with a view
to strengthening them and making them more precise, effective
and operational. In this connection, we endorse the work
programme on special and differential treatment set out in the
Decision on Implementation-Related Issues and Concerns.
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The Committee on Trade and Development is instructed:

(i)

(if)

(iii)

to identify those special and differential treatment
provisions that are already mandatory in nature and those
that are non-binding in character, to consider the legal and
practical implications for developed and developing
Members of converting special and differential treatment
measures into mandatory provisions, to identify those that
Members consider should be made mandatory, and to
report to the General Council with clear recommendations
for a decision by July 2002;

to examine additional ways in which special and
differential treatment provisions can be made more
effective, to consider ways, including improved
information flows, in which developing countries, in
particular the least-developed countries, may be assisted to
make best use of special and differential treatment
provisions, and to report to the General Council with clear
recommendations for a decision by July 2002; and

to consider, in the context of the work programme adopted
at the Fourth Session of the Ministerial Conference, how
special and differential treatment may be incorporated into
the architecture of WTO rules.



