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Implementing Trade Liberalization

Under Taiwan's policies of trade liberalization, globalization, and systematization,
laws and regulations, such as the "Foreign Trade Act" and "Regulations
Governing Export and Import of Commodities" were enacted. Taiwan also
continues to relax or streamline import and export regulations, such as adopting
electronic import and export certificates, simplifying procedures for registration of
importers and exporters, and so on.

Before its accession to the WTO, Taiwan had already conducted a full review of
its import/export regulations, and revoked those that were not in compliance or
conformity with WTO rules. Since becoming a WTO Member on January 1, 2002,
Taiwan has opened up its market significantly in accordance with its accession
commitments by deregulating importation procedures and removing import tariff
quotas on 252 commodities previously subject to restrictions. As of May 18, 2018,
import restrictions remained on only 91 items, and just 35 items still required
import permits. Today, 98.95% of all Taiwan's imported commodities (11,865
items) are exempt from import permit requirements. At the same time, regarding
exports, only 42 items were subject to restrictions and just 414 required export
permits. Thus, 96.20% of exported commodities (11,535 items) are exempt from
export permit requirements altogether (totally 11,991 items).
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Promoting Trade Facilitation

The Trade Facilitation Network Plan (FT-Net), promoted by the BOFT since 2003, encompasses such
important tasks as simplifying the certification/inspection of documents, enhancing risk control,
reviewing trade-related laws and regulations, and promoting international cooperation. In addition,
the BOFT has drawn up five different B2G and G2G trade authorization service mechanisms for
simplification and streamlining, namely: (1) inter-agency verification and exchange of certification/
inspection documents, (2) coordination of the certification/inspection authorities with the Customs'
system pertaining to document verification, (3) online payment for certification, inspection, and
application fees, (4) tracking of the status of certification/inspection applications, and (5) inter-agency
exchange of information. The time and effort spent by traders on application procedures and document
preparation has been greatly reduced and simplified by facilitating the upload of exchangeable
information and documents online in the form of paperless electronic attachments.

Since the network integration projects of the Trade Facilitation Network were implemented in 2011,
operations relating to trade facilitation have been included in a "single window" of the Customs
Administration under the Ministry of Finance. This single window has been operating online since
August 19, 2013, while the BOFT has been modifying the "Import/Export Licensing System" (covering
13 categories of documents including import/export permits, etc.), the "Online Operation System
for Certificates of Origin and Certificates of Processing," the "System for Management of Exporter/
Importer Registration and Classification of Commodities," and other relevant operations to ensure a
smooth integration of online operations with the single window of the Customs Administration.

In recent years, the BOFT has promoted the Cross-Border Exchange of Electronic Certificates of Origin
Project. To date, Taiwan has established electronic certificates of origin (ECO) mechanisms with both
mainland China and Korea. Moreover, in order to enhance trade facilitation and strengthen bilateral
cooperation, Taiwan signed Memorandums of Understanding (MOU) on the Cooperation of Certificates
of Origin with Vietnam and Belgium.

Establishing a Global Trade Information Network

To ensure that the public has easy access to Taiwan's latest trade and economic information, the
BOFT has set up a website (https://www.trade.gov.tw) that provides the latest information on
trade administration, trade relations, trade promotion, trade statistics, trade forecasts, and so on.
Furthermore, for those with smart phones, tablet PCs and wireless networks, the website is available to
mobile users with Responsive Web Design (RWD).

Developing Human Resources

Trade professionals are a vital asset in Taiwan's constant endeavors to promote trade and
internationalization. The BOFT makes substantial efforts to train prospective trade professionals in
order to meet the needs of the rapidly changing trade environment. In addition to the "Program for
International Economic and Trade Research and Training Center" (WTO Center Program), the BOFT also
organizes a variety of activities and on-the-job training programs. With the aim of nurturing international
marketing talent, the BOFT offers a full range of professional and on-the-job training programs, such
as the International Business Administration Program (IBAP), which includes eight foreign language
programs (English, Japanese, Vietnamese, Indonesian, Thai, etc.), the International Enterprise Training
Program, the New Southbound Training Program, and a wide variety of short-term training courses tailor-
made for local businesses. It also provides internship programs on international trade and business
to university students from emerging markets. Furthermore, the BOFT assists industry associations by
offering various training courses on trade practices, e.g. business courses in foreign languages (English,
Japanese, Korean, Spanish, etc.) and others, in order to cultivate a pool of talent for trade.
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